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© CQNSIDERATIONS 

Apon the duties both o. 
Prince & People. 


PRAM ON G many intemperances that miniſter 
©2 diſturbance to the Church and State, we have 
\ZF# thoſe, whoſe ſupine affectation of flattery bas 
3\- to that impudence, as that they have not 
only for learningsfakedifputed, but in the name 
COOL of the word of God, and at the time and place 
when we ſhould expect noother then the lively Oraclesof Bod, 
delivered, that the perſons, and fortunes of all Subjects, ate abſo- 
lutely at the will and command of the Prince, to diſpoſe according 
to his will and 5 To ſuch licentiouſnes, we need give no 
other anſwer, then only to demaund, that the maintainers of ſuch 
Doctrine, would put us but 2 cafe, wherein ( thoſe opinions of 
theirs being admitted) a Prinee cancommit any Injuſtice, and that 
they would ſhew us, wherein lies the juſtice which the Seripture 
commaunds Princes to execute, and which it affirmes to be the 


7 
NED 


eſtabliſhment of their Thrones, and the violation of it to be their prov. 29. 4; 


adverſity or ſubverſion. 8 
W'.̃ have on the other ſide thoſe, who finding it written, that 
Governours are for the good ofthe People, purſue ir with Sophi- 
ſry; That the people are the end of Princes and Governors be- 
ings: and tłat therefore artheir government is for, or againſt che 
good of the people, ſo may they be continued or depoſed by them. 
To that end alſo there are opinions ſet on ſoot; Thar all govern- 
ment firſt came from the people, and that all authority does in the 
luaſt place reſide in them; Thatin 2 Kingdome the whole * 
| A 4 - » , Op 


— 


Gen 4.7. 


<2) 
dy of the people muſt of neceſſity contain, all power and authority 
whatſoever either is or may be erected in it; ſo as that all the peo- 
ple or the greater part of them ( which amounts to all) may by 
their votes, re · aſſume all pe wer into their own hands: abrogate all 
Ordinances: anull the formes of preſent government: and new 
mould the State into ſuch formes and inſtitut ions as beſt liketh 
them, Theie are falſities which yet lay hold upon reaſons, and 
prevaile over the judgements of many that are underſlſinding men, 
and which have no evill affection toward government, and theſe 
are of that conſequence, as that they ſubvert the ſtability of all kind 
of government whatſoe ver. 

But were we ſhie of 7e/#itiſme, as well as of Popery, we would 
not with ſo little examination receive opinions, which we know 
had their firſt hatching in the Schoole of the Jeſuite. The matter 
would require a very large field, ſhould we ſet forth all things that 
fitly conduce to the ſupport of the truth, but my purpoſe is to be 
very ſhort.” Therefore deelining to eontrovert what may be, and 
uſually is alleadged in the matter, I ſhall humbly offer to conſide- 
ration ſuch apprehenſions of the truth as I have conceived leſſe 
vulgar, & ſubmitting them to the approbation or correction of bet- 
ter judgementa, expect they ſhall returne unto mee, with confir- 
mation, or rectiſication of my own private thoughts; it from ſo 
mean a talent, no mite of benefit be raiſed tothe publique, 

And firſt, we are toconfider that the originall of Kingdoms is of 
three ſorts, to wit, Naturall, (which we may alſo call civill,) Vio- 
lent, (or if you will, Martiall,) or mixt of theſe two. The. firſt 
was of Parents over their children, childrens children, and ſer- 


vants bought or borne unto them. In this, the perſon of the Go- 


vernour was before the being of the Subject, and his authority, be- 
fore ever the Subject conſented, or had power to obey or diſobey. 
Such a King was Shem, called therefore HMelchiſedech, or King of 
righteonſueſſe. And a Prince of this kind was Abrabam, after that 
by Gods command he had left his Country and his father Shems 
houſe, and lived of himſelfe, and Kings of this nature were they 
that were intimated in the names of Abimelech, eAbiam, Abiram, 
Abram, Aliſbalom, c. And this ſoveraignty was not inherent 
to the perſon of the Father only, but from him deſcended, by 
right of prĩmogeniture, to the eldeſt ſonne, to wyhoſe rule, we ſee 
that God ſubſected the younger. | The 


(31 
The | ſecond fort of Kingdoms was wholly founded by the 
fword, over people that were ſubjugated by uſurpers and inva- 
ders, ſuch as followed the way of Nimrod: who bei pejenpla 
his naturall dominion , uſed his: power to the oppreſſion of hi 
neighbours, and changed the ſtategrgavernment 2 
ſay not the ſtate of liberty, (as if tut tn men had lived in | 
liberty) — changed the naturall government into that whichis 
tyrannica | | F 4 OTE 6 20 44441 AU 

The chird fort had much what the: ſumo oxiginall with theſe,” 
cond: where people ſurcharged at homennd forced abroad; men 
in diviſion; in diltrefle; in feare exiles and fugitives, —_— 
their preſent condition, ſerved them(ſelveson the Wit, Spirit an- 
courage of ſome notable man; to whoſe command they (wich ſuch 
limitation of his power as they could) agree on,) ſubjected: them- 
ſclves;and then falling-ifito action profpered even intoa Kings 
dome from hence ſprung our Moderne Kingdoms, more novell 
and various in their frame, and many of them ſo qualified, as not 
properly to be called Kingdoms, but rather Republiques under 
Regall (tiles, with Princes elective, much circumſcribed in autho- 
rity, and obnoxious to depoſing. Now in the firſt and ſecond ſort, 
apparantly the people had never auy thing to doe with the inſtitu- 
tion and limitation of Soveraign Power: and though in the third 
ſort they had mote to doe therewith, yet not alikeinall of that 
ſort, nor had they the whole and ſole power of inſtituting, ſcatee 


in any of that ſort, io as Me muſt rectify that miiappr that 
— Kingdoms the firſt derivation of authority was from the 
People. | 


Inthe next place, we are toconſider; that Kingdomesare not 
aſſociations of men in their naturall capacityes : but communions of 
men quatenùs members politique, united in one common bond of: 
obedience into one politicall body, where none can move to give 

his due aid for the weale of the body, but in the capacityof a poli- 

tique member, and according to the peculiar office which every 
ſeverall member properly ought to exceute; which office the 
members duly exerciſing, make a true and perfect civill Commu- 

nion. Now though we confider a Kingdome as a meere Civill or 
temporall State only; Vet even there, the obſervance of this com- 


munion is a duty ſtrictly required of every member, evenby = 
| A 3 W. 


N 


( * 0 | : 4. Nee | ai og Ty men * 51 q = 
A notonly be — — sthat concer- 
IE arlikewiſetn 
| t concerned his yang and defence from the vio- 


mpire S-n(uaife we can imagine eme 
ple ſprung of themſelves, in perfection 
gh þ epetding, norpbliged to Gd, or nature, 
oO. aditighs — — oe 
= ae men, ———— men ſhould naturally be 

ES | t; andiefie, bo ( being ſub- 
ect) private emen inan State: ſhould in their naturall capacity, 
Net 3 ernment; or ſa much as goe 
aboum the anging, onagu}ling of ordinances; or tocom- 
pellGavernoursttodoetlican; . without beingoriminally culpablez 
not only inſt the poſitive. Jawesob the land, but even againſt 
canſtience preſſed with the bonds of naturall, or morall, and alſo 
divine lav. Therefore u explicate the ſenſe which all inten, but 
me (aat well diſtingniſhingꝗ don found: It is certainly true, that 
alt cha people of a Leden nil needs: Comproband. all wer 


by all che people, mene, the whole antine body ol the members 
olitique, from head to foot, every one of them abiding and wor 
x bis pwoper and eee. But if 

ide their office ds powen, any ſhall doæ ox attempt am 
alterationdn the State, hoe ver imended for eommon good) 
their act muſt need be ſo farra from being lawfull, as being from 
the 3 — reſiſting the ordained power, it can 
never became a law full act, though — Subjects — Kingdome 
ſhould after ranſent unto ii. 

Zut in the third place, we are farther tconk; der: That if the 
Kingdome be alſo a Church ol God, then is the originall, and au- 
thority on of farre higher nature, and more remote from the —— 
and * people. Itistrue, God is King of all get 3 

e 


1 8 
heft del — penn 
——— — — 


te ofthe re: 
f | — 

28 it were) a more cognate So — 
— his Vioegerenes there, are of more immediate and more im- 
portant fubordlinatiomto him. For which cauſe he there reforves 
to himſelle che choice of che man, and leaves the people no more 
then the bare inv eſting of him. Not but that God: Ed felt rm, 
domes, makes Kings: whom he but he will have 
known, that in his Church, theel —— his. and to be 

his hand, but that {trialy requi vbſerrance e 
— — > Thereferehe 
expreſlycommandsthere; Tio Ba ey ce ſir ime Ps Deut. 37.15: 
ed, Lord thy God gal obs. 21 
| And aint Church he tobimſetiorelerved the n fo 
when be had nominated, he did wot leave it to — there 
to declare the right and manner oſthe K the Pro- 
phet by whom he ſignified his choice, by the ſume was the manner 
of the Kingdom declared to the people, written in a book and | 5 m. 10 
laid mp. be ore the Lord, of 4% 25, 2 
Kings of Gods Church, having from Goda more ltunediate und 
moreſcrederdimtion havealio a moreeſpeciall endowment of 
his ſpirit, for which cauſe they have beene ever inſtituted with 
annointing, & ng ere ay rare hdr the —.— 
olcheir function. T. we ſee in Saul, whoſe — — 
were a wicked Prince) David in this reſpeR declared b rered, 
asthat he pronounced a curſe upon the Mountaines of Ciiboa, be- 
cauſtin them his perſon was caſt downe and vilefled, withourre- 
dofthe ſacredneſſe of his annoiming. Their annointing chere- 

ore is not a meere out ward ſolemnity, but — — 
rit of God in a more eſpeciall manner givenuntothem , arid from 
thence proceeds that which the Scripture witneſſeth , A divine 

ſemence in the lippe of the Ki ing, yea, anda facred ity alſo, Prov. 16. to. 
His month —— not in judgement. And ſuitable to their 
— races, beyond the ordinaryofothet Princes, God 

115 8¹ — 


to 


| theother, ai we nay es dy bis ready heating, . 
vouc 


Prov. 8. 15. 
Pſal. 8 1. 


1. Pet. 2. 13. 


Rom, 13. * 


Pro. 24. 21, the King » and me 


00 


daneben fine; enden detkeed jopchingthom3' vd 
the good, — — — ä 


Taflab, c. but: even to Comiab, Saul, Jeroboam, Aba, polu, and 
— Princes. And we not only heare God himſclte ſay- 


ing; by me Kings Raigne ; and have ſaid yes are Node : but his 
word plesalſo the re that is tobe rendred unto Kings, with 


tis due unta himſelfe, Feare God andthe King, Kaepe 
. Commendenent \ in regard of the oath of rhe Lord. Nor 

. inary obedience that is commanded, but the higheſt (under 
Es wnto the King, as nnto the Supreame. And that not 
for the danger that may enſue ; but (as the Apeſtle Gith) Nor for 


wrath only Gur alfo fordenſtlteee fake. Now it the King be ſu- 


then is there in no Kingdome any ſuperintending power 
or authority, that may lawfully call the King to account: — 


power only is the ſupreame, over which there is not any other to 
take ac ,t. -So highand-facred is theanchority of them whom 
God has made, unn png fathers; and nur fig mothers, to his Church. 
aero — Se — — 
10 an ordination, in, by SEC 
tection, where is plage. for the people to interpoſe and ed. 
dle with the a that doe belong unta'them? beſides, when 
without the Kings — gan ben conturrence of people, 


to joyne in any accord tar the diſpalingat any aſfaites of the King- 


dome, bur that the matter inaſt firſt naſſe the project, ſollicitation, 
and proſecution of diverſe private men, no way thereunto authori- 
zed : hay ycan any act of the people in ſuchi an end he juſtifiable; 
when an unlawyfull beginning, (what munber or quality ſoever 
the attemp ers be of) — — act ? Therefore 
omitting thoſe places of Scripture, Is is not ſit ro ſay to a Ning thow 
art wicked, Ig ſay to a King, what doeſt thou? Feare God and 

ws not with thoſe that lou innovation: And 
berg, (which yet block up the wa againſt private mens 
ling with matters of — — If it were to be. — gr 


Men thereferc muſt looke to the ground & firſtbeegi cir 
I as 55 a & * 


(>) 
vnleſſe thole ordinances be rightly purſued, there can be no com- 
binement, to doe any ſuch act, but with the guilt of Seditĩon, and 


Treaſon, in the ſight of God. For it will lye againſt every parti 


lar man, betweene God and his conſcience to anſwer, who harh 

called thee to this? who hath ſeparared thee ? who hath made 

theea Indgeor an Executor of theſe matters? And though it be 

pretended ( and perhaps intended too) that the worke ſoto be 

done ſhall malce for the glory of God and good of his Church: yet 

that will but little helpe the matter; ſor, for men to doe God a 

good office againſt his declared will, is to be Gods good maiſters . - x 
not his goodſervants. He does cxpreſly command,that Every ſole Rom. 13.1. 
be ſub jet to the higher powers, anddeelares plainty,that the powers : 
that are, are ordained of God, and that they that rejft the power; 
reſßſt the ordinance of God, and receive to themſalves ation: and 
our Saviour himſclfe forbids us, that we dos not cuil, that good 
may come thereon, The Scripture tells us the reaſon, for God Jar 1. Sam, 15; 
#10 need of a wicked man, & he is beftg/orified whey hit voyce icobey? 22. | 
ed; We have alſu the examples of Scripture tothe fame patpoie. 


Ir did not only turne to ſinne to Saul, that he, to ſatisſie the people 


in their devotion, ſpared the beſt of the Amalelites ſpoile to offer 

in ſacrifioe unto the Lord, when God had commanded that all 

ſhould be deſtroyed: but it became a finall ſumne even unto his re- 

jection. And Vr was ſtrucke with ſuddaine death, for nothing 2. Sam. 6. 6. 
but putting his hand to the Arke of Gods Covenant; (which no 1. Chr. 13. 0 
man but the ſonnes of Aaron might doe) yet Dxæa did not doe it, 

but with a good and a pious mind to ſave the Arke of Gods Cove- 

nam. from falling. Therefore it is not enough for men to be aſſu- 

red that the werke which they doe, in their conſciences tends to 

a good and a religious effect: but they muſt every man have a ſuf 

ficient warrant for his conſcience, and for his calling to the worke; 

that is, either the expreſſe word of God, or elſe ſueh manifeſt infe · 

rence and deduction from it, as by the concurrent judgement of 

the Church univerſally in all ages, is agreed for truth, not ſuch 
judgment as ſome particular mĩniſters take upon them to make, for 


the irit of the Prophets, are ſubject to the Prophets, that is the 1. Cor. 14. 


ſpirits of the particular, tothe ſpirit of the univeriall; For God s 33, 33. 
not the aut hor of confuſion , which elie would neceſſarily follow. 


Acts. 7. 25. 
Bxad. 2. 1 2. 


Aets. 7. 30. 


Exod. 3. 10. 


8) 


actions: for it che root be evill, fo will alſo — Gough 
it n and be countenanced by all rhe 

If farther we looke into Scripture , The ſtory of Aſoſes is not 
without ſome doctrine to this point. Afoſes having an ardent 
zeale to the reliefe of his brethren the people of God, and finding 
himſelſe above others inabled to be the inſtrument of their delive- 


rance, both by his extraordinary abilities, & alſo through the great 


power he had with Pharaohs daughter, perfivades himfelfe, and 
(as appeares by 8 Stephens relation) would have the people un- 
— gen 
upon he makes his addreſſe to the people, y th of 
one of their oppreſſors, takes fay of their aſſection toward an at- 
temptof liberty, as if there needed no more in the caſe , but that 
the people ſhould reſolve, and — with him to breake from the 
ſubjection of the . lived under, who was an enemy to 
Gods Church. In this now, — we make no queſtion but 
that Aleſes had a zeale acceptable to God) yer may we ſee by that 
which followeth, that he had not yet a particular calling thereun- 
to, neither was the way wherein he thonght to have executed his 
zeale agreeable to the will of God; therefore the people them- 
ſelves (whom Moſos 9 reject him : his at- 
tempt is fruſtrate, and himſelte is driven to t it with forty 
yeares exile in the wrilderneſfe. After that — vor of expiating 
the errour of his ſelfe- led zeale, God calls him then indeed to the 
worke to which he came of himſelſe before ; Come now ( faith 
God ) an, will ſend thee: and God ſends him then indeed; but 
ſends him not to the people (that we may know he ſent him not 
before) but (though he could have made the people able to make 
their owne way by the ſword , and could by his command have 
made it lawfull ſo to have done) yet ( to teachus the obſervance 
oß uſtice and duty. in our proceeding:) he ſends him to the King, 
ofhim to demand the diſmiſſion of his people, that ſo the peoples 
obedience to his meſſengers, and to the word delivered in his 
name, might be without any reluctanoe of conſcience in regard of 
their aHegiance to the King, When Moſes did this way ſet upon 
. all went the right way, and the unſpeakable obſtinacy 


of King Pharaoh, beingaggravatcd by the fairenes of proceedings | 


toward 


* 
N. « A . 


axe 
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| Kung, he refuſed their officiouſncsand would by no meancs 


% 
7. AAR e 


would have performed it alſo. That he himſcite betore — 


ten receive it eicher in a wrong way, or from a hand? | 


(9) 


toward him, did to his condemnation before men and Angells,and 
J. | | 


It is not inconſiderable that God by a Starre declared our Savie 
our in his birth tobe the borne King of the Tewes; and in that ſtile 
brought the wiſe mentoworſhip him. And likewiſe, that when 
our Saviour (to fulfill the ſyes concerning him) did ſalem- 
nly preſent himſelfe to Zerwſalees : he ſuffered his Diſciples pub- 
liquely to congratulate his o ming by the name of King, nd 
told thoſe that were offended at it, that their gratulation was ſo 

as that if they ſhovldomitit, the ſtones in their default 


maintained that he was a King, and at his death had his 
(notwithſtanding the Iewos oppoſed ) adorned with the Tile, 
King of the Iewes: but whea the people would have madehim 


of that dignity from them: he would rather be without his right, 
he would not at any of their inſtances ſo much as a 


30, 
3 
e | them, So 
ittle did he acknowledge any power in 20 Ccrownes, 
ot to have ſuperintendence over them. But ĩt is true, that when 
God had determined to make a diviſwuct the Kingdome of his 
people, the rt King of the ten Tribes wasof the peoples making, 
and was made inthe way ofreformation : but that you may know 1. King. 12.4; 
3 —— ive that ſtiſſ: neck - 
cd people of the fruit of their owne hands, and make them an ex- 
ample untoothers; he deſigned l King, which neither an- 
nointing, nor bleſſing, nor other oeremony then arent : the Pro- 
phet rent che new eoate into twelve pieces, and when he had 
done, he gave him none of chem, but as if he would ſhew he 
ſhould be a King in fact. not in right, in ſome way in which God 
would on nothing but the permiſſion only) he bad him (as one 
would fay ) be hisowne carver, and #«ke ten peices to hmmſelſe. 
Wut the progreſſe of che ſtory was we all know; when the peo- 
ple had made a King of their on, then they and their King muſt 
have a Religion of their own fitted to their new framed King- 
dome, and to eſſect ( muſt be ſent away, 
2 as 


1. Tim. 281. 


Prov. 21. 1. 


— 


true 


(10) | 
*abſclute iinpedimentstothe ſetling of their new government: 
and when that was done; then were they abſolute indeed, and had 
as much authority over their God, as they before had taken liberty 
againſt their King: ſo it followed, that . en the People had made 
an uſurper King, their King and they made a Calſe their God; and 
the ſamme of the peoples reforming their Kings miſgovernance, 
and relieving their own grievances, was; they made them ſelves a 
King that made themallcaſtawaies :: he himſelſe the reproach of 
Soveraignty, and an infamous ſtigmatique to all. poſterity, and his 
ſinnes for ever _— tothe People, till they had cauſed their ur- 
ter extirpation, and till of free-borne Subjects under a King of 
their own, they became perpetual ſlaves to the Subjects of another 
Kingdome. Sounpleaſing to God, and ſo pernitions to the people 
themſelves, arc the fruits of thoſe reformations which only or: 


| — 15 are managed by the popular inclination, in which, 
— 


hough for the moſt part a deſire of doing juſtice, or preſerving true 
religion be pretended; yet private diſcontent in ſome, and ambiti- 
= commonly the chicf and radicall incitement of the 
Worg ... ' 72 

Ihe means that belongs to private men to uſe, for reforming of 

Kingdoms, is that which the Apoltleſhewes, Let prayers,(faithhe). 
and ſupplications be made fer Kings and all that are in Authority, 
that we may lead a Godly life; The 5 muſt. not with impati- 
enceand puffed 83 invade peculiar right, of calling 
Kings to account, but every man betaling himſelfe to the reforma- 
tion of himſelfe, and to prayers unto God, mult ſeek of him (char 
has the hearts f Kings in his haud). to diſpoſe the Kings heart to 
che deſired reformation. Many think this way long and tedious, 
and like better that the people ſhould Offer themſelves willingly; 
and help God in ſome readier way. But truly if ſuch private refor- 
mation and prayer be the right means of publique good, and be 
too long neglected, that is the oe own fault; and they may 
not hy their fault, gaine a power which before they had not. Yet 
is, that in great miſgovernances, God oftenuſes the peoples 
his work of Iuftice, but that we may know the er 
t 


hand, to doe his 
not right; as not agreeable to his revealed will; we ſhall finde 
the work of juſtice that he io beginneth by them, he endeth not 


gill he hath finiſhed it on them, and his hand is never more heavy. 
* £ 4d n 
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then againſt that rodd: that in the way of injuſtice, hath done his ju- 
ſtice ſervice. But will you heare God himſelſe taking cognifance 
wenn mene ee Pringes, and determining ot s: 4 
. Inthe 81. Halme, God declares. himſelſe to fand in the cone 
gregation of Princys, and to be judge among Gade ( fo calleth he 
Kings there.) Then he expoſtulateth the matter with. wicked 
Princes, How long will ye give wrong judgement and accept the per 

ſons of the wicked? I hen De complaints They: will nee be 2 
Hed, but walk, pn in darkyeſſe, the founda 20 Frhe earth ere-ont of 
ſquare. The miſgovernance is great and the oanſequenee ui it de- 
ſperate, but does God in that caſe give the people powerta re- 


. 
w 


forme? Noclean contrary: God without any .revocatien till af- 


high, perſons ſacred. not to be approached by the pre 

0 —— ple : but to awe, andi xeſtraine Princes, he tells them; 
that though he has made them Gods, yet they hall dye like men, 
when they muſt make account to him of their miſgoverning : fo 
that God reſerves the judgement of them to himſelte, and no wit 
We people to have any thing to doe with their miſ- 

ocings. . ö Wi Ded 

. This is not to flatter Princes, to ſay Cod has appointed men no 
meanes to relieve themſelves againſt their miſgovernment, but 


fir mes, I have ſaid ye are Gade, and qe are all children of ; the, moſt perf. 6; 
ee, 


only praiem, to hg made either to them, or for them: and that men 


have,not other wiſe to meddle with che rights of liberty and duties 
ofPrinces, then only by way of ſupplication. Nor is this a ſectrity 
for Princes, for though i a law full and ordinate. way there be no 
other means, yet no examples are more familiar, then thoſe in 
which the ſinne, the injuſtice, and violence of wicked Princes, are 
inthis world puniſhed, by the ſinne, injuſtice, & violence of wick- 
ed people, ſometimes their own, ſometime others ſubjecta, Gods 
extraordinary and ſupream jultice is tied to none of thoſe regujati- 
ons, with which he has circumſcribed his ordinary juſtice com- 
mitted to the adminiſtration of man, but (as we laid before? we 
may ſtill obſerye Gods indignation, not more fatally ineenſed a. 
n any, then againſt thoſe: whoſe. wickedneſſe has put them 
2 to be the inſtruments of his extraordinary juſtice upon o- 
ers. 3 | 

But to purſue the examination of theright that people may have 
| : B 3 in 
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* : (a) 
inqueſtioningandreformingtherule of Kings. Let us farther exa- 
wharwe find in Sori Davidfin numbring the 
— . Famine, 
uu aver tar, ch is but a dolefull 
—— The King innen, and God laies all the 


— es le: — —— them ſo much as 


— dee . ofthe three plagues, the 

chis iuſtrange, did not rhe great 

pre cs — Go ightd yea andouvtedly, —— 
——— people ud x 8 


God, ſoa che King muſt be let goe, and ſuffered to A Ac — 


|. 2 Sam. 24.1. 


maybe made es puniſhment. This ſeems no 
leſſe ſtrange on the other ſide; thath the people finne, here · 
fore the Prince ſhould de let fili that tor the teſſions of che 


land, the Prince (as weelnveit in another place) d be puni · 

ſhed wich divifion and diminarĩon, and many Soul be the Princes 

DOSS e er _ —— 5 _ Prince ſhould 

away, as in trat If ye doe wichedty. ye ad „yon 
1 your Tone. All — indeed, ſhould — der 
Prince, and people, as per ſons ftrangersin intereſt to one another: 

but therefore theſe _ N l _—_ indivfſible 
munnliry of intereſt, that chey have in che doings 'fafferiogs 
cachoforher, beyond 4. * can be created by che meer 


A A Sor hrtione 
Fiber avid: further teaches; tbr il when the ſinnes of 
wikiph, it be any way neceſſry tat the King 
beet in nme before che people be puniſhed: then are Kin ings 
tmmedatly berween God and the e, and ſtand there like 
Afofts in che gap, to withhold the hand of God from the people, 
umtili chat chey aſo by falling ſome way be removed. Again if the 
Kings rranſgreſſton in government has the originall from arr 
— A then are the People the — offendors, and 


in the Kings tt ion, and He himſelfe is as ir were 

— . manner paſſive in it. We ſee that 'Godhimſclte 
ed fo, and laid the real! puniſhment upon the people, 

—_— he —— the or lance finners : as for the King ( to 
whoarche Rue ioverbeliyal we ſer God reckons, as it he 


were 


Gee at nes ot 
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bling of Himfalt, .anda compeſſionate 


4 13) 5 

were on e in committing it, and therefore inflits un pu- 
N voluntarily took upon bi ns. 
ment, ſuch as a good common father has day the of 
his peoples iuf 


It no followes ee 2 hore the hands 
eee Iuſticiara fo : 


leſſe, where the 
by them: and A 
much D to ſtand immemliati ybetwixr 
God and them, tare,” he that would not: fofer one — beam in 
his eye, topull a moat out of the eye of his brother; daes not per- 
mit him to doe it toward one ſo much p eriaur as bis Princes nor 
— arr" to arraigne their ſoveraigne; guilty ſervanty, 
: nor guilty ſonnes their common father. 
25 couclude, we may conſider the unlawfulnefſcof popular 
nimadverſton into the — and government of Prinder ff 
cially of Princes that are law full Chriſtian Monarchs } Fren cho 
alone, that thereare no received, nor known bounds of limitation, 
bow farre people may walk in the way of and reform- 
ing the errouꝛs of Princes, but that if any thing at all be lawfull&r 
them to doe therein, then may they without reſtraint proceed fo 
_ to depoſe Princes, and deprive them of their lives, if (ac- 
to the dedtrine of the Ieſuĩte) they finde it for the 
tion of the Church and Commonwealth, which 
well it ĩs warranted by the word of God, we may ſee ye e- 
nough in the caſe between daw/and David. 
Saul was King, but, miſgoverning himſelf and the 


de· 
came as bad as excommunicate and depoſed: for he was — of gs 1 232 
to be 


God, and David was by Gods expreſſe command 
King. all which notwithſtanding; neither Oævid nor the people 
ever ſought to depoſe him; to renounce obedience unto him; to 
combine againſt him; queſtion his government, or ſo much as med- 
dle with ordering any of the affaires that belonged to the King. 
Nay, Saul after this perſecuted David Karger and inthe midſt 
ol 9 hoſtile perſecution, was ered into 1 

d, 


: (14) 


hand; and it was of SEN tharDariidſhould take the adrantage 
une life: Davidtid chen but event of che aſiirroꝶ S 
ment, tothe end ĩt might Wirneſſe his faithful loyalty, becaulb it 


Sam. 24 f. Leid farbid bur I Mold tte thiarking rv y Maiffent be-Lovds an 
3 hyngiband ag ———— 
more eircumſtances in the cafe; Saul was 


ing on ſtill, was another time delivered 
hands, add people borhririce underſtood it, rhe 


1. Sam. 26. 9. 


guiltleſſe ? No, David (thaugh already annointed) would tary 
Gods time, the Lord ſbonld fore: Savi; or dhit dax ſbouid tums, or ht 
Jonld deſcent ihrs batraileand prriſi but Davide hand ſhould not 
He ngainſt him. 'Nowhatbevet: Nn was, of whatfoever he had 
done; neicheir his falling from God, not Gods declaring him re- 
jected, nor Davids ——— Gods command, nor Sault un- 
Juſt per ſrcution of Duviulthe Lords arthointed in future, could 
diſſalve cho duty of his Subjects, nor maſce ĩt law full for them to 
- ay their hands on him: no not hen he was iniwicked hoſtility a- 
gainſtthem. But Saul in Davids acoount, Was ſtill the Lords an- 
nointed, ſtill a facred perſon; ſtill Davids maiſter, notwithſtanding 
thecironmftances: which might ſeeme to have diſcharged the tyes 
of duty which Devidandthe people did formerly oweunto him. 
Neither is the annointingof Kings a thing ſacred as tu their own 
Subjects only: but the regard thereof is required at the hands of 
ſtrangers alſo, becauſe of the prophanation and ſacriledge that in the 
vlolation of their per ſons is committed even agairilt Gd. Where- 
fore, we ſoe that thoughthe A malekite were a ſtranger, and made 
a faire pretence, that he had done Saul a good office, hen at his 
own requeſt he diſpatched him of the paine of his wonnds, and of 
the pangs of his approaching death: yet David: (taking his fact ab- 
2 his one 1 a ſlight acoount oſ the cau- 
ſes Which he pretended, as af . 
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| fact, and condeinnes him, rhough a ſtranger, as an hainous Delit® 


quent againſt the Majeſty of God. How were oz not raid ({aith 
he) to Hreteh forth thy. hand ta deſtroy the Lords annoivted? net 
ther bis 4 ſtranger, nor any ut the other circumitances were 
ſo availeable, but that his bloud fell deſervedly upon his dwn head. 
The act is in it ſelfe perfectly wicked, and in the degree hainous ; 


altogether againſt the word of God: and therefore all actions of 


Subjects, that in the progreſſe of them tend, or by the way threaten 
to arrive at that upſhot, are all unh w full, fowle, and wicked; and 
not only the actors themſelves wicked, but their aſſiſtants, favou- 
rers, thoſe that wiſh them well, or (as St Jahn ſpeakes) That bid 
them God ſpeed, are partakers of their evill deeds, IE 

But errour in this point, has made ſuch impreſſions in the mindes 
of many, as that they will never be perſw Jed, but that they may 
diſobey and reſiſt Authority, if ever they ſinde it faulty, or the 
commaunds thereof not 2 with their oonſcĩences. They 
will grant, that they may not diſobey Authority in the lawfall come» 


maunds thereof, neither doe evill that good may come thereon : but 


then, they themſelves will be the judges what commannds are 
law full, and what not; what — what evill;8 ſo they 
make obedience arbitrary, and government ( by pretending con- 
ſeience) at the diſeretion of the Subject. yea, though the things 
whereat they take cheek , be of their own nature indifferent, or 
doubtfull, (and therefore not matters of faith) yet will not they 
ſubmit themſelves, nor their opinions unto any, no not to the 
judgement of the Church they live in, no not to the judgement of 
the Church Catholique. nor to the authority of it, even in the purelt 
times thereof. But they from che authority oftheir own opinions, 
or from the authority of ſuch Teachers, as they themſelves have 
choſen to themſelves to be their guides, they will both cenſure, 
condemne, difobey, and revile the Ordinances of their Church, 
and the Governours thereof, fo ſecure in oppoſing imaginary, or at 
leaſt wr por” ſuperſtitiõ, as they will not ſee how incompatible, 
ſelf. will, preſumption, diſobedience, arrogance and railing are 
with true Religion, nor that the falſe Teachers, and their Diſciples 
( which our'Saviour and his Apoſtles foretold ſhould be inthe 4 
and periluus times, and which St Perer calleth curſed children ) are 
not only deſcribed by this, that ny have a forme of Godlineſſe, but 
| C 2 


(16) 

2. Tim. 3. 3. deny the power thereof. That they are in ſbecps clothing, but are in- 
6 wardly wolves, That the frwit they beare is not anſwerable to the 
tree hey ſeem to be. Thar their way of working is after the way 
2. Tin. 3.6. ok private inſinuation, creeping into honſes, and leading ſily Women 
4. 3 Captive, Having itching eares, and after their own liking heaping to 
lade. 19. themſelves teachers. That they be they that 2 themſel ves, and 
2. Tin. 3. 3. the like. But they are eſpecially deſcribed to be Traiterous, Heady, 
5. Pet. 2. 10. High- minded, to be ſuch as deF5ſe government, as are preſumptuons, 
| ſelf. willed, and not afraid to peak evill of Dignities, And again that 
Inde. 8. & 11- they . dominion, and [peak evill of dignities. And that they Pe- 
riſp in the gainſaying of Corah. now we know that the ſinne of 

Corah was, that he Tbeingn Levite, and countenanced by an hun- 

Numb. 16. dred and fifty Princes of the aſſembly, famous in the Congregation, 
and at leaſt fourteen thon{and ſeven hundred of the people) upon 

his own private opinion (to which alſo his followers adhered ) 

that both he, and all the Congregation were holy, and might offer 

incenſe before the Lord as well as Aaron, Charged Moſes and 

Aaron that they tooke too much upon them, and that they exalted 

themſelves above the Congregation of the Lord, and therefore they 

/ _ holdingthemſelves ina parity of authority withthem , would not 
appeare on their Summons, nor be obedientunto them. Yet (as if 

theſe paſſages of Scripture nothing concerned our times) we are 

nothing ſhie of thoſe things whereof they doe admoniſh un. 

There be ſome, that᷑ juſtiſie, that private men may reſiſt antho. 
rity , when it would doe that which is hurtfull to the Church of 

God, yea, that it is then their duty to reſiſt it, that ſuch reſiſtance is 

no diſobedience, no rebellion, no ſinne at all. Theſe ſwallow that 

which may not be granted, vi : that they are competent Iudges 

of the Churches hurt, and beſides they make the rule that our Sa- 

viour gave us for diſcovering teachers of falſe Doctrine to be no- 

Mat. 7. 16. thing worth. Our Saviour tells us, we ſhall know them by their 
fruits; as granting fruit to be a thing apparant, knowne of all and 
unchangeable : but theſe men make the fruit to alter acccording to 

the diverſity of the tree that beares it, though otherwiſe it have the 

ſame ſhape, taſte, and vertue. For example: diſobedience, reſiſt- 

ance of authority, ſedition, and rebellion, are by the law of God, 

and by the law of nature, agreed both by Chriſtians and Heathens 
to be evil fruits. But theſe men (and Jeſuites ) tell us * 
| rey 9 
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ſiſting authority, and raiſing force againſt it, thereby to worke the 
good and fafety of the Church of God, 3 by Subjects, 
of 


is no reſiſtance, no rebellion, no ſinne. 


it has loſt his own 


nature, which in it ſelfe was nought, and tales a new nature of 
goodnes, becauſe it was brought forth by the good tree of piety 
toward the Church of God. So our Saviours precept is made of no 
effect, and we muſt learne of the Ieſuite, touh-knowaknowne / 
thing, and know it for ſome other thing, then ever we knew be- 
fore, and that by anew way too; viz: by that which is not to be 
known of it ſelte. We mult know the fruit hy the tree. 


We deny not, but that authority 
no meanes at all ought tobe done, | 
ings are ſuch as are manifeſtly contrary to the 

expteſſe word of God „ and pr 


them: but thoſe 


that then we muſt not doe 


inciplesof Religion. And even in 


them we are only ſimply to reſuſe the doing of the evill commaun» 
ded, without any actuall reſiſtance otherwiſe, and ſo doing, our not 
obeying, is not to be counted diſobedience; becauſe it being neceſ- 
ſary obedience to the expteſſe word of God, the primitive Sove- 
raign of all authority: it can never he diſobedience as to the deriva- 
tive. But where authority commaunds nothing againſt the expreſſe 
word of God, and principles of Religion (as in things diſputable ie 


doth not) there. except the Gove: 
obeyed, God, the primitive is dif 


man. 


a 


rs that are the derivative be 


| obeyed, For he ſtrictly com- 
maunds obedience tohis Vice-gerents, even in every ordinance of 


But we are alſo to take heed we play not the hypocrites with 
God. When thinking to doe a good office to the Church or State, 
we reſiſt authority, that preſſes us with that, which (as we ſuppoſe) 


threatensdepravation of true Rel 


fri 


» or due liberty, For what 


know we but that by wrongfull ſuffering (whereto all are called) 
God calls us toa tryall of our faith, patience, and obedience in that 
way, which if we doe not ſhew by keeping cloſe to bis command, 
not turning on the left hand to doe any evill-thongh commanded, 
nor on the right hand to reſiſt authority with violence, alt 

it hath commanded evill, we then refuſe Gods tryall, and with an 
unſeaſonable zeale for Religion, and for our wordly rights, we 
contrary to Gods commaund reſiſt his lawfull Vice · gerents, & the 


excuſe we have for it, n then like the Phariſcea, to 
2 40 V2 


fay 


1. Pet. . 21. 
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; Corban , God Hall haveprefir by it in the good that we RA. 
he: Church: thereby, and make the precepts of Gad of noeffett; and 
antevert the glory that Godfecined to ſecke mour tryall: And 
having ſo jaſtified our refiſtance, we muſt then call it piovs, and an 
act of duty, and fach as God requires, and ſo make God the author 
of our ſinne, and lodge it wherewecan never repent us of it, 
here may undonbtedly: be ſuch preſſures laid upon Subjects. 


as that humanity cannor but comniſerate ; and perhaps in ſume 
rexcuſetherr-impationce and reſiſting o them. Bur che picti- 
Ines of the cuſe carmet male the reſiſtance law full, though we - 


remit much to the doers, we muſt yet condemne the fact; and 


though-their ſufferings waſh away much of the foile that would 


coment to confrſſe the deecł to be evill. But to juſtifie it, were to 


commit the accurſed ſinne of calling good cvill. and evil good; yea, 
the ſaerilegious ſinne of making God wealte and wicked, who for 


cke neceſſary ſupportof His Church, ſhould ſtand in need, and re- 


quire not only the helpe of ſinfull men, but even of their ſinnes al- 
plainly forbidden, cannot ſay they 


fo, Private men, in tl . 

refiſt not authority, but ſinne: not the lawſall power, but the li- 
oentiouſnes of them which abuſe it : for they have no authority to 
diſtinguiſh. And if they offer topull the tote eue of the Governours 
eye, they will put a beame into their one. For though we be 
every one tyed to reſiſt finne in our ſelves that we commit it not; 


yet are we not every one tyed to reſiſt it in others, that they com- 


mit it not; and we muſt leave every thing to be rectified by thoſe 
only, to whom it properly belongs; and where there is na. ordi- 

dinate meates of tefotmiag: there God has reſerved chat particu- 
lar _ opera) ard we muſt not juſtle him ont of his 
Me might in — ps nn yep 9 alſo what infinitedoubrs, and 
queſtions (perpetually eninar ing and wounding the confeiences of 
private men; and with continualldifturbance and diviſions threats 
ning the ruine of the State) doe follow the admitting of this one 
opinion: that when other remedics fatle , Subjects in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity may leavy Armes, and defend their Lawes, Liberties, and 
Religion, againſtthe opprefibrs ofthem. For what ſhall be juffi- 
dense f , ebe be jacgeofic? what yay, and how 
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(19) 
farr may Subjects ſo proceed ? who ſhall commaund ? &0.: Bat is 
is impoſſible toſerforthall the branchings and conſequemsofers 
rours; or che confaGons that follows upon them- We.miighrals 
ſo remember, what dangerous ſtraines and ſhares theſ&opmindiic 
are to thoſe that have taken expreſſe oaths of -obediohce and 
allegianoe; but we hope, that this ſhall be hint enough to ſtirr men 
| takeheed, how they entertain ſuch opinions: and if already 
ey haye heen led away with them, they me a morb auvik 
examination of the matter, and like good Chriſtians be contem 
(whatſoever cenſure fall upon their actions paſt, or wharſoover 
diminution upon their preſent eſteem) they will yet ſubmir; thay 
Gods truth may not be — — „nor his holineſſe 
but that, as the Plalmiſt faies, 
cleere — he #4 jdged, yea that God may be found ra every 
man a Har. ; 75 Fr? 
Wedonetall this whilecontend that Princes ate without law, 
we have in the entrance of our diſcourſe ſhown the contrary : and 
we doubt not but that the rights & maners of Kingdoms, are fe- 
22 be obſerved as well of the Prince as of the People: that 
the eſtabliſhment of a Kingdom depends upon the obſetvanceof 


the righta thereof, as well hy the one, as by the other: and that 
the Righti, and Maner of every Kingdom is as facret as the Kings 
dom it ſelte. WhenGod layda curfe upon thoſe that removed 
the bounds between private man and private man, heleft not the 
bounds of publique right ( in which all private right is included) 
open to ſecure violation: but what was wicked in the one cafe he 
accounted hainous in the other, as carrying wich it, not only the 
tranſitory fortunes, but even the lives and ſoules of the People. 
And for this canie, when God finds in Princes the finne of thoſ? 
that remove the bound, he threatens that he will Powre out hit 
wrath” ow them like water. It will not be unworthy our labour a 
little to enquire into the reafon. | | 

T yranny (as we have touched) — firſt in the Eaſtern parte, 
and thence diſperſed it ſelfe through the world. And being from 
the beginning greivous, and incoinportable, in time it diſcove- 
red it ſelf to be but weak. Withall it was ſuppoſed, that the grei- 
vouſneſſe of it confiſted in the Monarchall — for remedy of 


which they inſtituted, in ſome * Ariſtocraticall, in ſome pla · 


3 des 


blaſphemed, | 
mary be juſtin bis ſayings ani be P's 5's 
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(20) 
des Popular government, But in the uſe ofthem, they all alſo were 
diſcerned to be but other faces of the fame tyranny: and men 
found plainly, chat the abſolute government of either People, or 
Nobles, was as well obnoxious untotyranny , as the ſole govern- 
mentofthe Prince:? and that in which of the three ſoev er the go- 
vernment abſolutly reſided, the government was both tyrannicall 
and inſirme : and that in every of them the comportableneſſe and 
— the well regulating of the ſoveraigne 
power, by a reaſonable interpoſition of ſome power committed 
into the hands ofthe twoother potent limbs. So it became an ex. 


| principle among Statiſts; that the compoſite forme 


wherein every of the three potent limbs, for the ſurer ſupport 
of the inſtĩmated State, had ſuch appõrt ioned influence and power 
as was proper for the frame of government) was the only firme 
and durable forme; and thut of the three powers, Regall, Ariſto- 


craticall,'or Popular, any of them prevailing fo far, as to be 


wholy free from being > wor or tempered by ſome operation of 
the other two, corrupted the legitimate form intoa tyrannicall, and 
made a prognoſtick ofthe States declining into ruine. This prin- 
ciple of State is not impeached by any ;allance of long continuance 
of the old Miau, or _ Turk; Empire, becauſe the 


city and unactiveneſſe of the age it was in. And the 7arks to 
worke their ſecurity and continuance, have wholy put out the 
light ofknowledge from among their people, and Hm ſubdued 
them toa falſe Religion, that has in it ſelfe no other end, nor office, 
oy only to keep men in ſubjection; ſo that they having depri- 
ved themiſelveg of thc principall ot all conditions of humanity, and 


made themſelves (in a manner) an Empire ofbeaſts, the fucceſſe 


of their affaires determines nothing of the event of theirs, that 
ayme to live as men; much lefle of theirs, who are to live thc lives 
of ſupernaturall men, that is to ſay of Chriſtians. 

Abſolute power then, when it hath neither bound, nor limi- 
tation, (like the natural heat too much enforced, which ſoon de- 
voures the radicall moiſture that maintaines it) tends not to pro- 
ſperity, but to the diſtruction of itſelfe. For all things being created 


in number, weight, and meaſure, the deſtruction of their pro- 
Eccleſ. 36.25 portions muſt needs be the decay of their being. Vbere there is 


ud 
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' thoſe that belong to goverument) are not preſerved without ſtr 


vs #ncloſur e (ſaith the wiſe man) there the poſſeſſion goes 10 decay. 
For thoughone, by decaying his fence, gives himſelfe liberty 
to prey upon . which ſeems ſome advantage) yet 
he thereby layes himſclfe open to be a prey allo unto them; and 
when after he would cloſeit again, he will find it hard to ſhut un- 
ruly beaſts out from the haunt they have once gotten. Now: for 


preſervation of the bounds and fences ofa Kingdom, it is neceſſa- 
ry, not only to have juſt and equitable lawes, but it muſt have al- 


ſoan inſtitution of good and ſound orders, forthe making and en 
ecuting of thoſe Lawes: which orders muſt be facredly obſerved; 
for as evill words corrupt good manners; ſo evill mannete fru- FR 


ſtrate the eifect of all good lawes; and good manners elpocilly 


adherence to the initituted orders of the Kingdom. Neither will 
thoſe orders long continue valid and of uſe, unlefle the protecti . 
on and care of them be committed into the hands of ſome conſer 
vatory power, more 3 intereſſed in the continuance of 
them. Who though not abſolutely, nor with any ſingle power of 
immediate coertion , yet by their powerfull interceſſion in the 
Couneells, and convocate Aſſemblies of the State, may be effectu 
ally operative to the preſervation of the publike right, for which 
—— uſe of theſe Aſſemblies are by no meanes long to be 
neglected. | | 

When then the continuanceand proſperity of every State,ſtands 
upon no ſurer gronnd, then the obſervance of the Rights and Orders 
of the Kingdome : upon no better ſtand the lives and fortunes of 
the Subject, of the Prince, and Royall race; yea, andofthe inheri. 
tance , and Church of God himſelfe. And it is then no marvnile 
that God ſhould threaten to por out hi wrath like water on Prin- fioſea. f. 10: 
ces that are like to thoſe that remove the bounds. It is no marvaile 1 
that to the Kings of Judah, (to whom God (no queſtion) witha 

romiſe of perpetuity, gave the moſt abſolute dominion that has 

eene communicable to the Princes of his Church) he ſhould com- 
mand, Execute Tee judgement and righieouſues, &c: for then ſball fer. IIA 
Kings fitting on the throne of David, enter in by theſe gates, Ge: D 
but otherwiſe , I willprepare deſtroyers againſt thee, It is the im- 
portant conſequence that makes God not give the charge without 
threatning. Though God declares Princes to be Gods among men, 
yet 


Eccleſ. 36.25 portions malt-needs be the decay of their being. 7here there i 


(20) 
ces Popular government, But in the uſe ofthem , they all alſo were 
diſcerned to be but other faces of the fame tyranny: and men 
found plainly, chat the abſolute government of either People, or 
Nobles , was as well obnoxious untotyranny , as the ſole govern- 
mentofthe Prince: and that in which of the three ſoever the go- 
vernment abſolutly reſided, the government was both tyrannicall 
and infirme: and that in every of them the comportableneſſe and 
ſtabiliey —— — well regulating of the ſoveraigne 
power, by a reaſonable interpoſition of ſome power committed 
into —— — _— it — — 
perimen rinciple among Statiſts; that the compoſite forme 
( wherein — the three potent limbs, for the ſurer ſupport 
of the inſtirhted State, had ſuch appõrt ioned influence and power 
as was proper for the frame of government) was the only firme 
and durable forme; and thut of the three powers, Regall, Ariſto- 


craticall ,'or Popular, any of them prevailing fo far, as to be 


wholy free from being qualified or tempered by ſome operation of 
the other two, corrupted the legitimate form into a tyrannicall, and 


made a prognoſtick ofthe — — ruine. This prin- 


ciple of State is not impeached by any inſtance of long continuance 
of the old Mrian, or —— Turk;/o Empire, becauſe the 
Aria had a peculiar advantage of continuance, by iche ſimpli- 
city and unactiveneſſe of the age it was in. And the Twrks to 
worke their ſecurity and continuance, have wholy put out the 
light of knowledge from among their people, and hive ſubdued 

them toa falſe Religion,that has in it ſelfe no other end, nor office, 

then only to keep men in ſubjection; ſo that they having depri- 
ved themſelves ofthe principall of all conditions othumanity, and 

made themſelves (in a manner) an Empire ofbeaſts, the fucceſſe 
of their affaires determines nothing of the event of theirs, that 

ayme to live as men; much leſſe of theirs, who are to live the lives 

of ſupernaturall men, that is to ſay of Chriſtians. 

Abſolute power then, when it hath neither bound, nor limi- 
tation, (like the naturali heat too much enforced, which ſoon de- 
voures the radicall moiſture that maintaines it) tends not to pro- 
ſperity, but to the diſtruction of itſelfe. For all things being created 
in munber, weight, and meaſure, the deſtruction of their pro- 
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' thoſe that belong to goverument) are not preſerved without fir 


but otherwiſe , I will prepare deſtroyers againſt thee, It is the im- 


(21) | . 

vo inelaſur e (ſaith the wiſe man) there the poſſeſſion goes to decay. 

For thoughone, by decaying his fence, gives himſelfe liberty 

to prey upon his neighbours, (which ſeems ſome advantage) yer 

he thereby layes himſelfe open to be a prey allo unto them; and 

when after he would cloſeit again, he will find it hard to ſhut un- 

ruly beaſts out from the haunt they have once gotten. Now: for 

preſervation of the bounds and fences ofa Kingdom, it is noceſſa- 

ry, not only to have juſt and equitable lawes, but it muſt have al- 

ſoan inſtitution of good and ſound orders, forthe making and er 

ecuting of thoſe Lawes: which orders muſt be ſacredly obſerved; 

for asevill words corrupt good manners; ſo evill manners fru- * 
ſtrate the eifect of all good lawes; and good manners 5 


adherence to the initituted orders of the Kingdom. Neicher will 
thoſe orders long continue valid and of uſe, unleſſe the protecti . 
on and care of them be committed into the hands of ſome conſer- 
vatory power, more eſpecially intereſſed in the continuance of 
them. Who though not abſolutely, nor with any ſingle power of 
immediate coertion , yet by their powerfull interceſſion in the 
Couneells, and convocate Aſſemblies of the State, may be effectu . 
ally operative to the preſervation of the publike right, for which 
— — uſe of theſe Aſſemblies are by no meanes long to be 
neglected. | : 
When then the continuanceand ptoſperity of every State, ſtands 

upon no ſurer gronnd, then the obſervance of the Rights and Orders 
of the Kingdome : upon no better ſtand the lives and fortunes of 
the Subject, of the Prince, and Royall race; yea, and of the inheri. 
tance, and Church of God himſelfe. And it is then no maryaile 
that God ſhould threaten to powre out his wrath like water on Prin- foſea. f. o: 
ces that are like to thoſe that remove the bounds, It is no marvaile : 
that to the Kings of Judah, (to whom God ( noqueltion ) witha 

romiſe of perpetuity , gave the moſt abſolute dominion that has 

eene communicable to the Princes of his Church) he ſhould dom- 
mand, Execute Tee judgement and righteonſnes, &c: for them ſhall fer. 22.3.7 
Kings fitting on the throne of David, enter in by theſe gates, cc: 


portant conſequence that makes God not give the charge without 
threatning. Though God declares Princes to be Gods among men, 
1 
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| (22) | 
yet between him and them, God (a David confeſſes ). has 
made the obſervance ofthe rule of juſtice and re.igion , to be the 
2. Sam. 23.3. Condition of rheir reigning, Bray, rule ( faith God to David ) 
7 over men ; bring juſt, and ruleing in the fears of God. Indeed 
when Princes derive their authority from Chr:/f, and uſtly chal- 


bil 8 of his vice-gerents, it well behoves them 
ll. to looke that the derivatives faile not of the condition of their 
„ Pfal. 45-7. primitive. The Scepter of Chrifts Ningdome 1 declared to 
_ "4 right Sceptey , and therofore: bur ſeat to endure for ever, 
If his vice-gerents would have their ſeates durable, they al- 
ſs muſt haye care their Sceprers be right Scepters: they muſt 
ſee that the aunciently- eſtabliſned Formes and Orders of their 
Kingdomes be not viclated er neglected, bur from time to 
time renewed and kept : they muſt not, to be abſolute, breake 
the Rights, and Orders of the Kingdome, and thinke to be 
good — juſt Princes in — —— — 4 — were 4 re- 
proachfull. incongruity , and nothing ſuitable to the vice-gerents 
of Chi, tobe ane. and faire Sorenogs of that whic 
| Rave made A, nnicall government. The Governours and 
government malt have one face and way, their rule cannot 
otherwiſe eſcape infamy ; nor their providence cut off occafion 
from after times of invading the Rights, and conſequently the 
com inuance of their Kingdomes, 8 5 
- The Lawes then, che Rights, and Orders of Kingdomes, are 
moſt ered, and binding, even to Kings themfelves: but that 
is to be underſtood, in Safety, in Honour, in Conſcience be- 
tweene God and them: not in any way, wherein, in their de- 
faule, the people can become authorized. For if we looke to 
wxkat is writren, we find that when Subjects doe amiſſe, they 
Rom. 13.4. tro feare, forthe Ruler is Gods mimſter to take venpeance, 


— 
— 2 _ 
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and beareth not the [word in vaine. But weread of no authori 
committed tothe people, incaſe de Prince failesof his Dury, 
nor of any ſword thatis to be born by them : if therefore they 


takte the ſword, or any eourſe that leades unto it, they take 
the ſword of injuſtice to the wounding of their 'own ſonles. | 
But while we name tlic people in theſe things, we doe not 
malte all Subjects, living under the obedience of Soveraignes, 
naturally to have this pretence, that they may doe —. 
vos 


(23) 
ſelves right, incaſe their Prince doe not. For as we ſoe them 


8 -of theirowne naturall inclination to deſire a King, fo we know 
they naturally ſubmit unto hie government. And Prince, and 


peoples of themſelves ſtand naturally well.affeted one to 
the other. But as there are thoſe that are ſiniſterly officious to 
the one, ſo are there toward the other alſo. - And as thoſe often 


counſell the Prince, as if they wonld have him pull out the 
ſtones from out the faundazion of his Throne, to build higher the 
:roofe and enlarge the. battlements thereof: fo theſe often per- 


ſwade the people, that they have the authority of Princes, 
though they have neither Throne, Scepter, nor any thing belong- 


ing to the Sovercigne right: theſe find pretences, and broach opi- 


nions in the peoples behalfe; and then the people naturally jea- 
lous , and impatient of the violation of their ſuppoſed Right or Li- 
berty, are facile to entertaine ſuggeſtions, and through want of 
judgment eaſily carryed away with them; but wanting al io mode- 
ration, they ſo violently adhere unto them, as that with their in. 
temperate proſecution, they often by their owne inſtruments 
bring upon themſelves the evills that they molt doe feare from 
others, | rs 

Fo the people of. Rome having 1 their Kings and ſetled 
a Republique with ſuch hatred to the memory of them, as that 
they would not endure the name of King: growing afterward 
ill fatisfied with the proceedings of their Segate , they would 
not only have Tribunes, (Guardians of their Liberty, and Rights.) 
which was indeed no more then neceſſary, but they would 
have their Tribunes indued with Conſ#/ar authority; then with 
that of the Difarory of the Pontifex Max: and whatſoever 


other power thecommon-wealth afforded. in the end, they 


made them ſo unrefiſtable , to vindicate their 3 againſt 
the Nobles, and the Senate, as that in theupſhot, when they 
were become ſecure againſt their adverſe party” , they had 
no meanes of interpoſition againſt the abſolutenes of their 
own Guardians. Inſomuch as that Caſa, obtaining to be 
head of their Faction, could not be hindered, but that e- 
ven under the formes which they crdained to preterve their 


Liberty , he introduced a T ans $7 abſolute , — 
itĩone 
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